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Setting: Students are participating in a physics lab. Loud.  
Participants: S1 (male, grey shirt), IS5 (female, flowered shirt), S2 
(white t-shirt) 
 
xxx S1: and that’s what we’re plugging into the computer? 
xxx IS5: yea 
xxx S1: and then we just put in the information right down into  
xxx  that? 
xxx IS5: no or eh yea 
xxx  uhh 
xxx  not exactly 
xxx  the X should be the N difference, 
xxx  over M2 total 
xxx S1: that’s what X is? 
xxx IS5: yea 
xxx  ((incomprehensible)) 
xxx   and the:  
xxx  the Y axis is average ((unclear))((alt add: of slope 
xxx  (Y) 
xxx  lemme see 
xxx  when you ((incomprehensible)) 
xxx  and encode errors in ((incomprehensible)) 

xxx S1: how do we know what our ºuncertaintyº 
xxx IS5: it is ((incomprehensible)) 
xxx   oh excuse me 
xxx  why (is it so small)? 
xxx  <it should be this one minus this one over 2> 
xxx  ((incomprehensible)) 
xxx  ((mumbling to self doing math)) 
xxx  is it nine? ((alt: is this four?)) 
xxx S1: no nine plus 2 
xxx IS5: um and then 
xxx S1: ok so the uncertainty in there is just what we did  
xxx  ((incomprehensible)) 
xxx IS5: nods head 
xxx S1: oh ok cool 
xxx S2: wait so what was X and Y? 
xxx  what was x and y? 

xxx IS5: ↓Y is ↑ acceleration 
xxx  and X is ((incomprehensible)) 
xxx S2: ok ok 
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